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A dirty roof is more than an eyesore. Debris buildup
can create hidden fire hazards, block drainage
systems, and lead to costly roofing damage if left
unaddressed.

When it comes to commercial flat roofs, the biggest
problems aren’t always easy to see from the ground.
Leaves, pine needles, branches, dirt, and other
debris can gradually accumulate on the roof’s
surface, creating risks that property owners may not
notice until a serious problem develops.

Regular roof maintenance helps keep these hidden
hazards under control and protects the long-term
performance of your roofing system.

Dry leaves, pine needles, and other organic debris can
become combustible, particularly during dry weather.
When this material collects around rooftop
equipment, electrical components, HVAC units, or
other potential ignition sources, it can contribute to a
fire hazard.

Debris can also accumulate in roof corners, around
penetrations, and along parapet walls, where it may
go unnoticed for extended periods.

While a clean roof cannot eliminate every fire risk,
removing combustible debris is an important
preventative measure. Keeping the roof clear also
makes it easier to identify damaged components,
exposed materials, and other potential concerns
during routine inspections.

A simple cleanup can help reduce avoidable hazards
before they become bigger problems.
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Commercial flat roofs are designed to manage water
through carefully planned drainage systems. Roof
drains, scuppers, gutters, and drainage channels all
play an important role in directing water away from
the building.

When leaves, dirt, and other debris collect in these
areas, water may not drain as intended. This can lead
to standing water, also known as ponding, which
places additional stress on the roofing system.

Over time, persistent drainage problems can
contribute to:
● Premature deterioration of roofing materials
● Increased stress on roof structures from
accumulated water
● Leaks around seams, flashings, and roof
penetrations
● Water intrusion that damages ceilings, insulation,
equipment, and interior spaces
● More expensive repairs that could have been
prevented with routine maintenance

In the Pacific Northwest, where seasonal rainfall can
be substantial, keeping drainage systems clear is
especially important. A drain that appears functional
during dry weather may become overwhelmed when
heavy rain arrives.
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One of the biggest advantages of routine roof
maintenance is catching problems early.

A clogged drain, a pile of leaves, or debris
collecting around a rooftop unit may seem
insignificant. However, these small issues can
conceal deteriorating flashings, damaged seams,
or areas where water is collecting repeatedly.

Regular inspections allow roofing professionals to
identify developing concerns, clear debris, assess
drainage performance, and recommend repairs
before minor maintenance items turn into larger
projects.

Preventative maintenance is not just about keeping
a roof clean. It’s about protecting the entire roofing
system and the building beneath it.
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Routine inspections should include more than a
quick glance at the roof’s surface. 

Important maintenance items include:
● Roof drains and scuppers: Check for leaves, dirt,
and other obstructions.
● Gutters and drainage channels: Remove debris
that could restrict water flow.
● Roof corners and perimeter areas: Look for
accumulated leaves, branches, and organic
material.
● HVAC units and penetrations: Check for debris
buildup and inspect surrounding flashings.
● Roof seams and transitions: Look for visible
damage, separation, or signs of water intrusion.
● Areas of standing water: Investigate recurring
ponding and determine whether drainage
improvements or repairs are needed.

Roof inspections should be performed by qualified
professionals using appropriate safety procedures.
Property owners should avoid accessing roofs
without proper training and fall protection.
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A clean, well-maintained roof is an important part of
protecting your commercial property. Removing
debris, maintaining clear drainage pathways, and
addressing small issues early can help reduce
preventable risks, extend the service life of your
roofing system, and minimize unexpected repair
costs.

At Alternative Roofing Systems Inc., our Maintenance
and Repair team (MARTI Division) helps property
owners maintain flat roofing systems through
inspections, preventative maintenance, and targeted
repairs. Whether your building needs routine debris
removal, drainage attention, or a closer look at a
developing roofing concern, proactive maintenance
can make a meaningful difference.

Don’t wait for a leak or a maintenance emergency to
discover what’s hiding on your roof.
Contact Alternative Roofing Systems to discuss your
commercial roof maintenance needs and help keep
your roof ready for the seasons ahead.
Visit altroofing.com to learn more.
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